DEVIZES COMMUNITY AREA PARTNERSHIP
Minutes of meeting held on Monday 5th December 2011 at 5.30pm at Browfort, Devizes
Present: Roger Chadwick (Chairman), Michael Braund (PHAB), Cllr Liz Bryant (Wiltshire Councillor), Cllr Chris Callow (Devizes TC; Roundway PC; Chair, DCAP Countryside & Land-based), Stephanie Davis (Extended Schools Co-ordinator), James Harrison (Public). Simon Jacobs (Chair, DCAP Economy), Claire Markwell (DCAP Economy), Cllr Laura Mayes (Wiltshire Councillor; Chair, Devizes Area Board), Margaret Nightingale (DCAP Transport), Cllr Ray Parsons (Devizes TC, DCAP Treasurer), Laura Pictor (WfCAP), Richard Rogers (Community Area Manager), Doug Roseaman (Chair, DCAP Culture & Leisure), Cllr Rick Rowland (Roundway PC; Chair, DCAP Housing), Tony Sedgwick (Trust for Devizes; Chair, DCAP Transport), Cllr Pat Straw (Potterne PC), Sgt. Ian Thomas (Wiltshire Police), Cllr Paula Winchcombe (Devizes TC, DCAP Vice Chairman, Chair DCAP Health & Social Care), Cllr Albert Wooldridge (Roundway PC), Noël Woolrych (Chair, DCAP Crime & Community Safety), Beth Hutton (DCAP Administrator).
1 Apologies were received from Cllr Jane Burton, Kate Freeman, Richard Harris, Maggie Rae, Cllr Chris Saunders.

2 The minutes of the meeting held on 5th September 2011 were signed by the Chairman as a true record.

3 There were no declarations of interest.
4 Community Area Plan
a) Noël Woolrych showed a Powerpoint presentation of the full results of the DCAP household consultation. Written comments from the questionnaire responses would be added to the DCAP website as these comments added important views and opinions. Action: Noël Woolrych
b) Stephanie Davis reported on the success of the schools’ questionnaire in which pupils at all schools in the Community Area had been asked their age, their location, what they like most and least in their neighbourhood, what they would change and how they would change it. They were also asked about their favourite leisure activity and where they usually did this.

Although responses from some schools were still waiting to be received, there had been enough so far to give a feel of the general opinions of young people in the area. Amongst primary school pupils the greatest pleasure was brought by parks, the countryside and friends. Top dislikes included dog fouling, traffic in the villages, litter, and the lack of range of shops. They would like all of these things to be addressed, and had the perception that this could be achieved by telephoning the Council. Favourite activities were mostly sports related, taking place at Devizes Leisure Centre.

Secondary school pupils indicated that parks and the countryside were their favourite aspect of life in the area and they felt safe in these places. They had a strong dislike of the range of shops, and would prefer to see separate areas in parks for teenagers and younger children. Improving the range of shops was the top priority for change amongst this age group. They believed that the power to effect change lies with the Mayor, MP and Councillors.

Stephanie Davis was thanked for the amount of time she had committed to this and it was agreed that is was important to feed the results back to the schools (in a newsletter) as well as include them in ongoing initiatives. These results would also be entered onto the DCAP website.
Action: Steering Group & Stephanie Davis
c) The thematic groups had been studying the data received from the consultations and had drafted priorities which would form the basis of the new Community Area Plan. (Draft priorities attached). The groups would continue to consult with partner organisations and the public (particularly seeking the opinions of young adults who were under-represented in household consultation responses). These aspirations would develop into a strategic Plan and presented to the Area Board.
There were questions of clarification about some of the groups’ priorities, as follows:

i) Health: Although not specifically mentioned in the text, the provision of a Minor Injuries Unit in Devizes was assumed within the first point (‘Commitment to the retention, enhancement and expansion of existing community health services’)

ii) Crime & Community Safety: Alcohol related anti-social behaviour was currently being seen in the 18-25 age range rather than in those of school age.

Concern was expressed about the number of cyclists cycling without lights or fluorescent clothing at night. Further education was needed.

iii) Culture and Leisure: It was confirmed that the smallest villages had the least provision for young people / sports facilities / community halls. With limited public transport it was a challenge for residents of the villages to access culture and leisure activities in town. Villages could cluster together to address these needs creatively. If small housing developments were located in villages Section 106 funding would be available. Action: Parish Council Forum
iv) Housing: Whilst a focus on sustainability and affordability was applauded, there were words of caution about the aesthetics and structure of some homes and developments.

v) Transport: There was concern at the number of lorries en route from the docks being directed by Sat Nav through local villages. It was hoped this could be addressed through the Plan. Other issues included the parking problems outside the Sarsen Housing Association offices.
There were mixed opinions about the suggestion to impose a levy on workplace parking, Further consultation would be needed. Cllr Mayes commented that there had been a 75% increase in those registering for car sharing.

vi) Economy: Cllr Mayes encouraged everyone to promote the Devizes area and speak of it in positive terms. There was much to celebrate and it was a popular place to live.
5 Further updates from thematic groups
Tony Sedgwick reported that the Right Time Café had closed shortly after the new travel information desk had been launched. This was a major setback for the initiative and for the volunteers. It was understood that Gaigers’ had offered a shop rent free for a year, but funding would be needed to cover its running expenses. A meeting would be called in the New Year to address the situation.

Doug Roseaman reported that he was still involved in conversations about signposts that were needed.

6 Parish Council Forum

There was no report on this occasion, but the Forum was continuing to meet regularly to discuss matters common to many of the Parishes.
7 Update from Area Board

Richard Rogers announced that the joint Area Board / DCAP planning event would take place on February 6th in the Corn Exchange. It was an opportunity to explore data and invite views from those who might not usually attend Area Board or DCAP meetings. This would help to set priorities for the Area.

Young people were being invited to bid for funding for their own projects at the January 2012 Area Board meeting. There would also be BMX / skate park proposals. It was also expected that DCAP would claim the next tranche of its funding at this meeting.

8 Partner updates
Sgt. Ian Thomas reported that the latest crime statistics from the Home Office showed Wiltshire to be one of the safest places to live.

There would be forthcoming crime prevention stalls in supermarkets and in the Market Place.

Patrols had been increased to monitor anti-social behaviour and the misuse of drugs in St. John’s churchyard, and action had been taken with some individuals.


A new Beat Officer had been appointed for Devizes North Rural: Pc Emma Read.

Cllr Rowland enquired whether there would be a return of the crash-damaged car used in previous drink drive campaigns. Sgt. Thomas was not aware of such plans as this was normally organised at Headquarters. The ‘Safe Drive Stay Alive’ campaign was currently touring. 
9 WFCAP update
Laura Pictor promoted a forthcoming event at Wiltshire Heritage Museum, focusing on the issues of Campus Developments. Wiltshire Council’s Transformation team would do a presentation. Members from four CAPs where campus developments were already underway would also be sharing their experiences.

Ad hoc e-bulletin would now be sent from WFCAP. There would also be a new website at the end of January. WFCAP was keen to promote and celebrate the work of CAPs in the county.

10 Treasurer’s report

Cllr Parsons reported that £4,581 had been received from Wiltshire Council. The balance was currently £11,159.27. Although there would be bills to pay in coming weeks Roger Chadwick reminded the meeting that DCAP should not maintain large balances in the account.
11 Appointment of new Chairman
Roger Chadwick announced that he was to stand down after seven years as Chairman of DCAP due to work commitments which would see him become Chairman of the Gloucestershire and Wiltshire Law Society.

Tony Sedgwick was proposed by Noël Woolrych and seconded by Doug Roseaman to be DCAP’s Chairman until the AGM in June 2012. Tony Sedgwick was unanimously appointed. He gave a vote of thanks to Roger Chadwick, saying that he was indebted to Roger for DCAP’s current position and for the work achieved.
12 Date of next meeting: Wednesday 7th March 2012
